SPHS Tiger Paws

9/10/09

Anderson

Greetings, Tigers and Tiger Families!  On the first day of each school year, I enjoy greeting students and directing them to their new classes.  This year, like others, almost all students were in class by the 8:00 chime!  That kind of smooth beginning has also played out through these first two weeks of school.  Students have returned with a seriousness of purpose and are adjusting well to their new classes and, in some situations, to their entirely new school situation.

After a lot of budget work at the District Office and after analysis of the State’s adopted budget, at the August 19th Board of Education meeting, many decisions were finalized that affected our staffing.  Funds were allocated to reinstate many of the positions that we thought were lost in last spring’s cutbacks.  The reinstatement of positions meant a reshuffling of specific teachers and support personnel between the five District sites, and some hiring was not finalized until the first week of school.  In my “welcome back” letter that was enclosed in your registration packets, I promised a staffing update in the first Tiger Paws of the year, and I am pleased to share it with you now:   

[image: image1.wmf]We have two new science teachers.  Ms. Susan Gendreau joins us from Crescenta Valley High School to teach Chemistry, and Mr. Robert Guido moved from Florida to teach science at SPHS.

Joining us in a Designated Instructional Services (DIS) position is Ms.Angela Shin, our new Speech and Language Specialist, and she will also be assigned to SPMS.  Ms. Natasha Prime continues as our DIS counselor, a part-time position she began last semester. 

Ms. Tasha Wahl was a temporary Special Education teacher here last year, and now she is in a permanent position.  Returning to the Department from Monterey Hills School is Ms. Kim Boone-Nakase, and we welcome Mr. Robert Carter to the Department from LAUSD and Glendale Unified.
After spring’s dramatic English Department cutbacks, the local Measure S parcel tax brought back (among other things) the 20:1 ninth grade class size reduction, so we welcome back Ms. Bethany Budde, Ms. Kristin Barkhurst, Ms. Patricia Wylie, and Ms. Lisa Rungo (now Lisa Greenhouse).  Ms. Lindsay Mercer, formerly of SPMS, has joined our English Department as a long-term substitute for Ms. Barkhurst who is on maternity leave.
Ms. Judy Sammis is in both the Department of Mathematics and the Science Department, adding Honors Math Analysis to her plate.

Ms. Sandy Bishop is back in the Department of Mathematics from her year’s leave of absence to be with her infant.
Mr. Megerdich Baghram-Gregor (“Mr. G,” or “Mr. Gregor”), previously the campus supervisor at SPMS, has moved west to SPHS.


Ms. Susan Burrows joins us as our ELD assistant.  Susan has several years’ experience in the same position at the middle school.


Teaching two periods of Algebra II is Ms. Suzie Abajian who is returning to SPHS after a long hiatus teaching elsewhere and working on her doctorate at UCLA!
Ms. Aimee Hultman-Levie is on a semester leave of absence from teaching art to bond with her newborn.  In her place for this semester is Mr. Scott Webber, SPHS alum, who has a lot of experience as a professional artist and educator.  Teaching two additional periods of visual art is Ms. Rouzanna Berberian who also has a varied background in the arts.
Thankfully, Ms. Melissa Muntz is back teaching one period of Honors US History.
Our counselors are back!  Ms. Maria Long and Ms. Diana Olivarez have been reinstated and were already back on the job in mid-August!  Unfortunately for us, Ms. Janet Waldron left her SPHS counseling position to go back to the elementary level as a counselor at both Arroyo Vista and Monterey Hills.  Every cloud has a silver lining, however, and our silver lining was our ability to hire Ms. Marcile Vadell-Strickland, another alumnus and a former intern and Career Center technician here, as Ms. Waldron’s replacement.
Albert Chung (yes, another SPHS alumnus as well as a UCLA grad.) is our new part-time band teacher and Assistant Band Director (with Mr. Howard Crawford).
As a reminder to our families, contact information for these individuals and for all staff can be found on our school website, sphstigers.org.  The basic email formula is “first initial last name@fc.spusd.net.”  So, to reach me, you’ll use janderson@fc.spusd.net. 
Our first Community Coffee of the year was well-attended by a lovely group of parents.  For the Coffee, we meet in the school office at 8:30 a.m. on the first Thursday of each month (see your “fridge friendly” calendar for confirmation) and then tour the school.  This year, the Starbucks at State Street and Fair Oaks has generously offered to sponsor our Community Coffees.  If you plan to attend, please call our secretary, Ms. Debbie Ferris at 441-5820, ext. 2902 so we will know to expect you.
It’s great to have the students and staff back at school, and I look forward to opportunities to meet and work with parents, as well! 
